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Relationship between Education and Candidate Preference
 Over decades, candidates' preference in elective positions, especially political seats, has been linked with voters and contestants' academic backgrounds.  Ideally, education is considered to be a universal solvent when voting for any leader.  For example, the presidential election in the US between former presidents Hillary Clinton and Trump was marked with a broader margin of educational background than prior elections. The majority of voters with a college degree preferred Clinton to Trump.  Conversely, those with no degree had divided preference with the majority voting for Trump, though with a less marginal difference.  Fundamentally, much empirical analysis presents a strong correlation between education and democratic behaviour to voting for preferred candidates. Nevertheless, it is imperative to showcase the factors that link education with candidates' preference by answering the following questions. How does academic level influence voters' turnout during an election?  Does curriculum in institution or learners effort influence their choice in an election?  While choosing the best candidate remains paramount globally, understanding the relationship between education and candidate preference remains vital to ensuring a democratic election.
Formal education is central to electing a suitable candidate that will meet the demands of citizens. According to Hillygus (2005), education is pivotal to citizen participation in their democratic rights by electing their preferred leaders, high or low election turnout, engaging in civic rights, political know-how, and democratic persuasion. In the recent presidential election in America, the education divide between voters and candidates has contributed significantly to voting for best candidates than in the past. For example, voters with a college degree preferred Clinton to Trump by approximately 23 per cent of their vote. Conversely, those without degree voted for Trump; however, with a small margin of 5 per cent (Suls, 2016). The same trend was observed in the 2012 presidential election when Barak Obama won with a narrow margin against Mitt Romney, considering voters with a college degree and those without. Besides, the curriculum covered in higher learning institution plays a significant role in influencing voters’ choice during the election and political engagement.  Fundamentally, civic education equips citizens with the knowledge necessary to identify the best leader, political understanding, and pursue a course of political interest.  Essentially, this transforms to employing their democratic rights by voting for suitable candidates subject to their political knowledge acquired in education. Therefore, academic knowledge plays a crucial role in electing the right candidate.
Literature Review
[bookmark: _GoBack]	Knowledge of democratic primaries has made education vital in electing preferred candidates. Today, leaders are charged with the responsibility of decision-making and their know-how on matters such as climatic change, social security, financial constraints affecting their citizens, and security (Harris, 2019). For example, in the United States, the majority of graduates vote in favour of presidential candidates from the Democrat Party.  This margin has been seen to increase in the past two decades (Suls, 2016).  According to Hillygus (2005), education has a direct link to individual participation in political matters. Essentially, through the theory of civic education, one acquire the skills necessary for political engagement and the knowledge required to understand and acknowledge demographic principles. Ideally, more educated voters are likely to elect a leader who will meet their demand since schooling provides them with essential skills used by most candidates during campaigns. Besides, they can research and evaluate political issues and candidates before voting for them in as representatives. Essentially, citizens should have formal education on handling bureaucratic equipment while voting. 
Many scholars have identified that most citizens elect less qualified candidates subject to less political knowledge in various region (local and general elections).  According to Kurtbas (2015), higher education is vital in electing leaders at the national level, while low education is considered in the local election. Ideally, those with low education and less income concentrate more on their local issues. As a result, they value local politics to have an immediate solution to their challenges. However, with further education, voters are prone to elect their preferred candidates irrespective of having limited chances to win (Kurtbas, 2015, p.2013). With increasing value in education, the number of voters continues to grow annually. For instance, during the 2012 American presidential election, 21.6 percent of voters who stopped at ninth grade participated in the election compared to 74.7 percent who had an advanced degree (Chalabi, 2016).  Essentially, it is believed that through better education, people tend to have a better stake on societal issues, thus finding the need to participate in electing leaders. Typically, elections in the United States. has been determined by candidates' education level.  For example, in the Democratic Party, most contestants are required to have at least a college degree to contest for any political post. Consequently, this lead to the victory of the former president (Barak Obama) as he had the required academic qualification and knew the demands of citizen which he mentioned during his campaign speeches.  The vice verse happened during the 2016 election, thereby leading to the victory of Donald Trump. Therefore, from this literature, it is evident that education level plays a significant role in the election of a preferred candidate in many countries globally. 
Research Design
	Understanding the essence of civic education towards electing preferred candidates demands the knowledge of many elements within the political divide. Therefore, my research will revolve around the curriculum offered in different schools subject to political science and electing various leaders. Notably, to acquire relevant data, I will analyze other states on factors hindering the education system and relate the findings with local and general elections.  For example, I will conduct an online interview by asking a question: What factors does each voter consider before electing a leader? What measures are used in different countries to ensure that citizens vote for the right candidate without spoiling votes? What strategies are used in a developed and less developed nation to facilitate formal education to foresee the election of qualified and not only preferred candidates?  Logically, leaders without formal education are likely to offer poor leadership by not meeting citizens' demands. Similarly, without equipping voters with basic political knowledge, they are likely to vote in unqualified leaders who may not meet the analysis unit will compare leadership.  
Hence, the unit of analysis will be comparing individuals’ academic background with election preference in different states. However, to achieve accurate information, I would research elections in various states where voters had less knowledge of voting and political leaders. I will then compare the findings with nations such as the United States, where civic education is essential, and candidates go through vetting processes such as national debates to showcase their qualification to meet citizens' demands.  Typically, a good leader should have basic knowledge of challenges facing citizens and formulate effective plan and policies to address those issues. Therefore, this will require formal education both for voters and political candidates. 
	Formal education plays a vital role in identifying and electing qualified candidates in political positions and every organization leader. However, every citizen must be acquainted with basic political knowledge before the election date. This initiative will aid in selecting the best candidate without considering race, ethnicity, or gender to meet address their challenges without discrimination. Essentially, many countries have registered economic and political growth subject to electing qualified leaders with knowledge of problems facing citizens.
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